THE MAN I KNEW

General Pershing was in Paris at that time, and in the
course of conversation with him Douglas discovered that
they were in complete agreement regarding the military
situation,

In the attack made by the Canadians on the 6th of
November, Passchendaele was captured. Douglas was de-
lighted that, although the enemy's positions had been
strongly fortified, all the objectives had been taken in that
day's attack with the surprisingly small casualty list of less
than 700 men, Douglas learned afterwards, from prisoners
taken, that the enemy had issued instructions that Passchen-
daele was to be held at all costs and that the place had been
so fortified that the Germans considered it impregnable.

Just after this successful operation, when victory looked
almost at hand, Douglas was ordered to send another two
divisions of infantry to Italy, accompanied by a number
of batteries of artillery and two squadrons of aeroplanes.
General Plumer and his staff were also instructed to go to
Italy to take command of the British forces there.

This naturally upset Douglas's plans very considerably,
as General Plumer was commanding the Second Army at the
time and actively engaged in the offensive which was then
in operation. Douglas could not understand how he was
expected to carry on a successful campaign if his army com-
manders and their staffs were going to be transferred to
other theatres of war right in the middle of a battle. He,
however, had no alternative but to carry out the order and
make the best of it.

A few days later he received word from London to send
still a further four divisions with heavy artillery to Italy
and that in all probability it would be necessary for him to
arrange for their relief during the winter. This completely
finished any further idea of trying to carry on an offensive
with any degree of success so Douglas issued instructions
that no more attacks were to be attempted meantime. What
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